Sermon 7

Digital Ministry in Action
James Tham
Main Text: 1 Timothy 4:12

Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.

Think about your day-to-day habits. When you wake up, what is the first thing you do? For many,
the answer is: “I check my phone.” Our online devices have become a source of news,
entertainment, social connection, and a myriad of other activities that we rely on. From ordering
food to connecting with distant relatives, these digital tools fill so many roles in modern life. But at
the heart of it all, we want to remain mindful that our true source of strength, wisdom, and
sustenance comes from God. It is possible to use these tools as a reflection of the deeper well within
us: the Holy Spirit anchoring our anxieties, pointing the direction toward Christ, and comforting us
through community.

We can think of our phones as small altars of worship or idols of distraction, depending on how we
use them. If your digital devices often lead you to anxiety, envy, or anger, they might be leaning
toward the realm of “idol.” To keep your phone in a healthy position, consider mentally dedicating
it to the Lord each morning. This might look like praying over your phone when you pick it up:
“Lord, let all my interactions today honor You. Let me be a vessel of compassion in every digital
place I visit.” This small daily habit can steadily recalibrate your heart and mind.

Let’s be real for a moment—most of us have checked our phones at least once in the last hour.
Perhaps we’ve glanced at a notification, scrolled through a friend’s photos, or sent a quick message
to a group chat. Many of us do this so frequently that we don’t even notice we’re doing it. It has
become second nature, woven into the fabric of our daily routines, and it's not just young people—
this is cross-generational and universal. Yet, even without realizing it, a simple “online check-in”
can shape or alter our mood, our mindset, and sometimes even our sense of self-worth.

Now, let’s push a bit deeper: if you’ve engaged with your phone today, there’s a possibility you’ve
also encountered something on social media that left you feeling uncertain, frustrated, anxious, or
perhaps even jealous. It might have been a photo of someone on an extravagant vacation, an
influencer’s curated life, or a heated debate that sparked strong emotions. In these digital
interactions, we often find a mixture of joy, envy, hope, anxiety, community, and isolation—all
interwoven into the complex tapestry of social media.

Nevertheless, here’s a perspective that might shift our focus: the very same device we often use for
mindless scrolling and sharing memes can become our most significant tool for spiritual impact.
What if your Instagram feed could be a platform for declaring truth and uplifting others? What if
your TikTok content could plant seeds of hope that flourish in someone else’s heart? How might
your DMs become channels for authentic connection, prayer, and counsel?

We are the first generation that carries both the entire Bible and the entire internet in our pockets.
This is unprecedented in human history. God, the Creator of all creativity, is not threatened by
technology—He’s the one who endowed human beings with the ingenuity to develop it in the first
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place. When Jesus instructed His followers to “go into all the world” (Matthew 28:19), our modern
context extends that mandate into digital spaces as well. It’s not just about traveling across
continents; it’s also about reaching across timelines, comments, and direct messages.

Today, we’ll delve into how to live out what we could call #DigitalFaith—where every scroll, post,
comment, and share can be transformed into an act of worship. You may not see a physical pulpit in
front of you, but every time you tap “share” or “like,” you are making a statement, for better or for
worse. Let’s explore how to ensure that every statement we make online aligns with the heart of
God.

God Cares About Your Digital Life

Social Media Is Your Modern Mission Field

When we think of mission fields, it’s easy to conjure up images of distant lands where people face
physical needs and spiritual thirst. We picture remote villages, language barriers, and experiences
far from our normal surroundings. But the world is changing, and mission fields are no longer
strictly overseas. Your mission field can be as close as the tiny screen in your hand.

Imagine your Instagram followers, your Facebook friends, or your TikTok audience. These are real
people—classmates, family members, coworkers, online acquaintances, and sometimes strangers
who found their way to your profile. They might live on the other side of the globe or just down the
street. They struggle and rejoice, just like you. They may have questions about life, God, purpose,
or hope. You don’t need a passport to reach them; you just need a willingness to post, to comment,
and to engage with an authentic heart.

Jesus spoke in Acts 1:8 about witnessing to Jerusalem (those closest to you), Judea (your broader
community), Samaria (people who might be very different from you), and to the ends of the earth.
In our modern context, the “ends of the earth” is as close as our notifications. That classmate from
high school who still watches your stories? A potential divine appointment. The cousin who likes
all your photos but rarely speaks to you face-to-face? A heart waiting to connect. The friend who
sends you a DM at 2 a.m. when they are in crisis? A precious soul who might be seeking hope, even
if they cannot articulate it.

You might say, “But I don’t have many followers,” or “I’m not that interesting.” The truth is
influence isn’t about large numbers, it’s about the depth of impact. Each person who views your
story, checks your latest Tweet, or reads your posts is a potential life impacted by the message of
Christ. Don’t underestimate the power of a single verse, a brief encouraging note, or a
compassionate response. Just one post that points to Jesus can speak volumes to a person
journeying through loneliness or doubt.

How to Live Out #DigitalFaith

So, how do we practically translate these insights into a life of faithful digital discipleship? We are
called not just to avoid pitfalls but to actively shine as beacons of hope in a world that is overloaded
with information yet often starving for genuine connection and truth.

Be Real, Not “Churchy”

In an age of filters and curation, authenticity is refreshing. Many people assume that Christians only
share Bible verses, worship songs, or “perfect” moral stances online, unable to empathize with
everyday struggles. Break that assumption. Show glimpses of your actual life—your hobbies,
interests, big wins, and small lessons learned. You can post about your basketball game, your
favorite band, or your latest baking experiment. Then, alongside that reality, you can also share
scriptures that have impacted you recently, or maybe a prayer request or a praise report.

Being “churchy” might feel like an artificial display of faith, using language that doesn’t resonate
with everyday life. Being real, on the other hand, means you share how your faith intersects with
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your challenges and victories. Talk honestly about how God helped you overcome a personal
struggle, or how you felt peace in the middle of a stressful deadline. When people see you’re
genuine, they sense that the faith you talk about is deeply woven into your daily existence rather
than confined to Sabbath mornings.

Engage—Don’t Just Scroll

One major digital habit involves mindless scrolling. We flick through countless updates, watch
short videos, and momentarily amuse ourselves. However, what if we shifted from passive
consumption to active engagement for the sake of Christ?

When a friend posts a success—maybe they just landed a new internship or got accepted into their
dream school—offer a comment that shows support: “So proud of you! God’s got even greater
plans in store.” When you sense someone is hurting because they share a vulnerable story or a
cryptic status, send them a DM saying, “I see you’re upset. I’'m praying for you. If you need
someone to talk to, I’m here.”

Small gestures of empathy or encouragement can profoundly touch someone’s heart. Even a quick,
sincere reaction can open a door for a deeper conversation. In a digital world so often filled with
negativity, cynicism, and trolling, your warmth and kindness can stand out as a powerful witness to
Christ’s love.

Use Your Unique Gifts

God’s Word is clear that each member of the body of Christ has distinct gifts (Romans 12:4-8).
This diversity is by design. Some are natural communicators, while others are visually creative.
Some excel at singing or playing instruments, while others are more inclined towards coding,
gaming, or writing. You do not have to mimic someone else’s style or gifts; you simply need to ask
God how to leverage what He has already given you.

If your skill set leans toward graphic design, consider creating motivational verse graphics or
wallpapers. If you are a writer, tweet or blog short reflections that infuse everyday scenarios with
spiritual insights. If you are musically inclined, record worship covers or original songs that guide
listeners into God’s presence. Gamers can stream their gameplay while keeping the atmosphere
clean, uplifting, and free of toxicity, offering a stark contrast to foul language or negativity that
unfortunately sometimes pervades the gaming community.

Do not underestimate how God can multiply the effect of your unique talents when you dedicate
them to His glory. Even a short, 30-second clip of you singing a worship chorus can spark interest
or comfort someone far away. God knows how to perfectly position your gifts to reach the right
people at the right time.

Building Consistency in Online Testimony

One of the secrets to effective digital ministry is consistency. Just as we don’t expect to become
spiritually mature after one sermon, people won’t necessarily be transformed by one single post.
However, over time, as you continually share aspects of God’s goodness and your journey, people
will begin to notice the genuineness behind your words. They will remember your kindness and
honest reflections because authenticity stands out against the backdrop of superficial updates and
self-focused content.

Think of someone following your story for a month, six months, or a year. They will see patterns of
faithfulness in your life— how you handle disappointments, celebrate victories, and treat others
with respect. These patterns can make them curious: “Why does this individual remain hopeful
despite challenges? What sustains them?” That curiosity can open many doors to deeper kingdom
conversations.
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Turning Negative Interactions into Ministry Opportunities

Even negative experiences can be transformed into gateways for ministry. If someone leaves a nasty
comment or a mocking reply to your post about faith, see it as a chance to speak grace into their
confusion or pain. There is a story in the Book of Acts (7:54—60) where Stephen, full of the Holy
Spirit, faced hatred from a crowd. Even as they stoned him, he prayed for them. While social media
comments don’t compare to the physical danger Stephen faced, the principle of responding with
grace to hostility remains relevant.

Occasionally, you may be led to respectfully challenge falsehood or clarify misconceptions about
faith. Do so with empathy and humility. Remember: the goal isn’t to “win” an argument; the goal is
to reflect Christ. It’s less about saying, “I’m right, you’re wrong,” and more about saying, “Here’s a
perspective from Scripture. I hear your concerns, and I believe God has answers for you.” If
someone grows more hostile, you can politely bow out or block them. The Holy Spirit can still
work in ways we don’t see or comprehend, long after the conversation ends.

Passing the Torch: Encouraging Others to Join In

Digital ministry is not something you do alone. Consider inviting your friends or youth group to
join in a social media challenge: for instance, committing to one post a week that shares an
encouraging verse, a short prayer, or a reflection on God’s goodness. When a handful of believers
consistently post about faith, the collective ripple effect grows stronger. Each person has a unique
circle of influence, so working together can expand the reach.

You might find creative themes: #TestimonyTuesday for sharing testimonies, #WorshipWednesday
for posting a favorite worship song along with a brief personal reflection, or #FaithFriday where
you summarize a lesson God taught you that week. By uniting and supporting one another, you help
each other stay accountable and encouraged. Plus, seeing others share their faith can inspire you to
keep moving forward, especially on days when you may not feel like it.

Practical Examples of Digital Mission Work
Sometimes, the best way to spark ideas is to look at tangible examples of digital mission at work:

. Zoom Bible Studies: Invite friends from different cities or countries to gather
weekly or monthly for an online Bible study. This combines technology and spiritual
growth seamlessly.

. Hashtag Movements: Create or join a faith-based hashtag that aims to unite
believers across different platforms. A well-chosen hashtag can be a rallying point for
shared testimonies, prayers, or scripture reflections.

. Storytelling Threads: Start a Twitter or Facebook thread with a short devotional
insight, encouraging others to add their own thoughts or testimonies. Over time, the thread
becomes a tapestry of God’s work in many lives.

. Creative Media: For those gifted in animation or film, consider short videos that
illustrate biblical truths in relatable terms. Animation sequences, short skits, or video
devotionals can capture the attention of visual learners.

. Silent Encouragement: Sometimes it’s not about posting at all— it’s about
quietly offering direct words of comfort and support to those who need them. This might
look like a message saying, “Your post really resonated with me. I’'m praying for you and
here if you need a friend.”

Overcoming Digital Weariness

After a while, even digital missionaries can grow weary. You might wonder if your efforts make
any difference at all, especially when engagement is low or criticism is high. Just remember,
biblical heroes also faced seasons of discouragement. Elijah, at one point, felt entirely alone and
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wanted to give up (1 Kings 19). Yet God reminded him that even when His servant feels isolated,
He still has a plan in motion.

Faithfulness matters in digital ministry. You might not see immediate results— and that’s okay.
Sometimes seeds planted in someone’s feed lie dormant for years before sprouting. There’s a
spiritual principle at work: God’s Word never returns void (Isaiah 55:11). If your posts and
interactions consistently reflect God’s truth, trust Him to handle the growth. Your harvest might
show up in ways or times you never anticipated.

The Spiritual Discipline of Discernment

As you continue to engage online, never neglect discernment. There’s a sea of information out
there—some of it contradictory, manipulative, or misleading. Pray for wisdom to differentiate

fruitful conversations from time-wasters, genuine needs from malicious attempts to divide, and
instructive content from content designed to distort truth.

James 1:5 assures us that if we lack wisdom, we can ask God, who gives generously. A hearty dose
of spiritual discernment can protect your heart and guide you toward the most effective, God-
honoring uses of your time and energy online.

Redefining Success on God’s Terms

Finally, remember to measure success by eternal standards, not fleeting social media metrics. Even
if your encouraging post received only ten likes, imagine that one of those ten people was on the
brink of despair and your words gave them the strength to keep going. That’s a victory in God’s
eyes.

Heaven rejoices over a single soul drawn one step closer to Christ. You might never fully know
how your online presence influenced someone. Perhaps a long-time friend reads every devotional
post silently but never engages publicly, only to share years later how much your faithfulness
impacted their life.

Conclusion: Press On in #DigitalFaith

As you continue your digital journey, keep your eyes on Jesus. Let Him shape your content, your
interactions, and your mindset. Embrace rest when you need it, keep aiming to shine His light, and
watch how He uses your online presence for extraordinary purposes.

Let’s hold onto those parting thoughts: You are Christ’s ambassador in the digital world. Your
phone, your apps, and your posts can be instruments for a holy calling. Surrender them to God and
remain open to His leading. As you do, expect miracles—hearts softened, lives changed, hope
renewed—all through ordinary thumbs on modern devices, guided by the timeless Holy Spirit.

You are now fully equipped and charged: share truth, spark hope, and proclaim the good news in
every digital corner you find. Remember, the “field” is vast, and workers willing to serve digitally
are as needed as those on traditional mission frontiers. Step out with confidence and compassion,
trusting that the One who calls you is faithful to complete the good work He has begun in you.

Now, truly go—scroll with purpose. Post with intention. And remain anchored in the never-
changing Word of God. May your digital steps be illuminated by His presence, and may countless
lives be touched by the echoes of your faithful witness.

Closing Prayer

Now, with hearts focused on the eternal, receive this benediction, inspired by Numbers 6:24-26,
over your life and your devices:
“May the Lord bless your digital life and use it for His glory; may the Lord make His face shine on
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every post you share; may the Lord look with favor on all your engagements, granting you the
peace and wisdom to serve Him well. Go now—scroll with purpose!”

Discussion Questions:

1. Real Talk: Social Media Struggles & Wins

"What’s one-way social media has negatively impacted your faith or mental health—and one way
you’ve seen God use it for good in your life or others’?"
(Scripture tie-in: Psalm 34:8 — “Taste and see that the Lord is good.”)

2. Authenticity Check

"Have you ever felt pressured to present a ‘perfect’ version of your faith online? How can we
balance being real about struggles while still pointing people to hope?"
(Scripture tie-in: 2 Corinthians 12:9 — “My power is made perfect in weakness.”)

3. Mission: Possible

"If you could use one social media feature (DMs, stories, comments, etc.) to intentionally encourage
someone this week, what would you do—and who in your circle might need it most?"
(Scripture tie-in: 1 Thessalonians 5:11 — “Encourage one another and build each other up.”)
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